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i lovE you.  I adore you. i chERiSh you.
by Brenda dwyer
And now … now 

comes the day to cel-
ebrate it (really?).  So 
many holidays: hard 
to keep up with, aren’t 
they?  Somehow I “trip” 
over Sweetest day ev-
ery year (I still have no 
idea what month it’s in 
let alone what day it is).  
I kind of glide through 
some of the other holi-
days too; not being quite 
sure what to do with 
them (Is a card neces-
sary, a gift?).  Valentine’s 
day is a whole other mat-
ter though and has been 
since I was a little girl.  I 
can remember the prepa-
ration in kindergarten of 
the infamous VALEN-
TINE BoX … the one 
you decorated with every 
bead, pearl, bit of glitter, 
lace and other fancy dec-
oration known to man-

kind because it was going 
to hold precious little dec-
larations of love on Val-
entine’s day.  I came to 
think of it as the TRUTH 
box because even though 
we were required to give 
everyone in our class a 
valentine … some kids 
just “trumped” the sys-
tem and wouldn’t put a 
valentine in your box; 
at least … not in mine.  
My self-esteem was sty-
mied by this every year 
… scarred, even.  Yet, 
when all was said and 
done and I look back on 
those years that lasted 
the length of my grade 
school years (talk about 
agony … that was 9 long 
years of dreaded Febru-
arys) I realize that if not 
for that, I could not have 
grown to have a truer ap-
preciation for love, for 
the importance of love; 

as a receiver of love but 
far more than that – as a 
giver of love.

Love is the most pro-
found emotion we will 
ever experience.  There 
is NoTHING that even 
comes close to the effect it 
has on us.  Love molds us 
and awakens in us a new 
awareness over and over 
and over again.  Love is 
multi-faceted and even in 
its infancy can be breath-
taking.  Love is what mo-
tivates us and allows us 
to feel our highest highs 
or even our lowest lows.  
Love is truth magnified.  
NoTE: I am speaking of 
love … not infatuation … 
not “crushes” … not lust.  

Those valentine boxes 
sure were pretty.  I do 
not regret the moments 
that were spent trying to 
make sure every bead and 
pearl were placed right 

where my little mind 
thought they should go 
and that every bit of lace 
was carefully and pa-
tiently laid on with care 
or that every doily was 
embellished with glitter 
and then adhered to its 
permanent spot.  oh, the 
wishes that were wished 
as those little boxes were 
assembled!   oh, the si-
lent prayers that were 
prayed!  I set myself up 
for disappointment ev-
ery year and yet every 
year I walked away car-
rying home a beautiful 
shoebox of a vessel that 
was designed to hold all 
the love a little girl could 
desire; only my heart 
nor my mind could ever 
conceive of the wonder 
of it all … only the disap-
pointment.  

Looking back there 
is so much symbolism in 

the event of giving and 
receiving valentines that 
it boggles the mind.  To-
day I consider my heart 
to be the valentine box 
and I, for one, am still 
handing my valentines 
out to everyone … not 
just some (and not just 
on designated days).  
This giving of love is the 
most rewarding thing in 
this life.

Valentine’s day - is 
it a simple act of grade 
school children; a simple 
celebration of a holiday?  
Perhaps, and yet it could 
be just one more whis-
pered reminder of love.  
How profound.  

Whatever it may or 
may not be … from my 
heart to yours – much 
love!  

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S
dAY!

be mine be mine be mine be mine be mine be mine 

my hunny Bunny
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by Brenda dwyer
It was just another 

boring Saturday.  Not 
lazy … there were a list 
of things to do but I was 
filled with discontent.  
I found myself staring 
disappointment in the 
face; again.  I wasn’t 
where I wanted to be 
doing what I wanted to 
do.  I put on my coat and 
walked outside hoping 
to quiet the impending 
storm within.  The skies 
were gray with barely a 
hint of blue around the 
edges.  Streaks of white 
could be seen here and 

there.  There was no 
sign that the sun would 
come peeking through 
anytime soon.  The cold 
pierced through my coat 
and cut right through me 
which just raised the bar 
a notch.  The leaves on 
the trees were still.  Snow 
covered the ground with 
heaps of gray and brown 
lining the street.  A little 
brown squirrel darted 
here and there pausing 
occasionally to pick up 
its tiny head and look 

around.  As my eyes took 
in my surroundings I 
started noticing things.  
I noticed that there is 
a tree that bends in the 
garden as if it is too wea-
ry to stand, yet when I 
looked again it appeared 
to be an exotic beauty 
that instead of looking 
weary – looked glorious 
as if it were the most per-
fect specimen of its kind.  
I noticed that a tiny log 
cabin that was taken out-

doors more than 4 years 
ago looked just as pris-
tine as it did the day it 
was placed there.  I no-
ticed two feral cats play-
ing with complete aban-
don as if joy was theirs 
for the taking.  I noticed 
a small carefree cardinal 
flitting from this branch 
to that on one of the front 
pine trees.  I noticed deer 
tracks in the back yard – 
not far from the house.  I 
noticed that the posts of 
the lights in the garden 

look as if they are covered 
with crystals.  I noticed a 
rabbit watching me and 
that stopped me dead in 
my tracks.  As I cocked 
my head slightly to look 
at it … it just blinked 
and kept watching me.  
I took two steps towards 
it.  It didn’t move.  I took 
another couple of steps 
– still aiming straight 
for it.  It didn’t move.  I 
told the rabbit we were 
going to play freeze tag.  
Mindless, really, that 
line of thinking and yet 

continued to page 5
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by Brenda Dwyer
It used to be so easy … pup-

py love; the kind of love you 
feel when you like someone 
and daydream about holding 
their hand or sharing a piece of 
bubblegum.  So simple.  

I remember puppy love.  
After puppy loves comes in-

fatuation (temporary passion).  
I don’t know what prompted 
it or why I first felt it.  Look-
ing back, it all seems so foolish 
now.  Infatuation is awkward, 
clumsy and uncomfortable in 
more ways than it is comfort-
able.  We never master infatu-
ation … we move on from it … 

ever so quickly.  Embarrassing, 
awkward memories are bet-
ter left in the past.  Infatuation 
seems to give birth to things 
like bad decisions and experi-
ences we will never tell another 
living soul about.  Infatuation 
(when acted upon) is just better 
left alone.  Feeling infatuation?  
My advice to you … RUN THE 
OTHER WAY!

Let’s now talk about our first 
“crush” … was it infatuation or 
was it something more?  Was it 
the beginning stirrings of love?  
Only time will tell but time will 
also be a wise teacher when it 
comes to all things love-relat-
ed.  This natural path of experi-
encing emotion from the heart 
leads to one thing ultimately … 
true love.  

One thing I do know is that 
love is so worth the patience 
and stamina it sometimes re-
quires.  Love is worth every 
ounce of energy, every moment 
of exhilaration, every joyous or 
painful second.

Love, real, unconditional, 
true grit love is awesome and 
awe-inspiring and whatever it 
takes to arrive at it is well worth 
the journey.

 

Child’s Play

Spend $50; receive a free gift

YarnOn The Farm
our home iS your home

14080 CR 8 • Middlebury • IN • 574.596.4261
linda.frog@gmail.com

Open: Mon. 12-7:30 • Tues Noon-6
Wed., Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3

vaSt SElEction oF 
Acrylics, Wools, 
Cotton Blends, 
Sock Yarns, and 
Crocheting & 
Knitting Supplies

Flowers • Gis • Balloons • Chocolat • Plants

VALENTINE‘S DAY ORDERS

200 W. Warren
Middlebury

PH: 574-825-5400
www.sogreen.net

WE DELIVER

ORDER BY FEB. 5 AND RECEIVE FREE CHOCOLATES

inside the tearoom

A good friend of mine used to tell me that Valentine’s Day was 
just a marketing scheme, a holiday made up by card and candy 
stores and flower shops to peddle more of their wares. He said that 
women created this complex charade so that they would receive 
more gifts than usual.  It was another day, in addition to Christmas 
and their birthday, where they could claim the right to presents – 
sentimental presents to boot!  Men were now obligated to shop. 
They had a duty to be romantic. My good friend, of course, was 
a member of the male persuasion attempting to defend his rights.  
My response to him was, “I like dark or milk chocolate, but noth-
ing with fruit in it, and my favorite flower is a peach rose.”  

I will not be shaken from my romantic notions at Valentine’s 
Day.   Part of every girl, growing up, wants nothing more than to 
be treated like a princess.  When we first start dating someone, 
that initial in-love feeling that Walt Disney so perfectly dubbed 
“twitterpated” overwhelms us, and we just want to relive the first 
kiss over and over.  In any real relationship, that feeling fades 
even though the love has remained over the years.  Now the “I 
love YOU more” has been replaced with “Did you pick up a new 
smoke alarm?” and the “I could sit at this table staring at your 
eyes all night” is overshadowed by the  ever-popular, “I thought 
tomorrow was trash day!” You drop the kids off, he picks the kids 
up.  He let the dogs out, you let the dogs back in.  After working 
all day long, the last thing you want to do is sit at a table and stare 
into each other’s eyes. You can barely keep your eyes open.

I’m not phased. I know that it’s not the “twitterpated” feeling 
that means anything at all.  It’s not the cards, the candy, the flow-
ers, or the presents. It’s not the gushy love songs, or the sickening-
sweet nicknames.  None of these are important.

What is important is how we treat each other during the time 
that we are given. Respect, honor, gratefulness – these things mean 
so much more than anything a greeting card could possibly say.  
Our kind words of praise, thanking the other person for something 
they did that day – whether it’s replacing the cat litter, mowing the 
lawn, or cooking dinner – are far more heartfelt than any love song 
ever written.  A genuine compliment is a poem that repeats in the 
other person’s mind, and holding someone’s hand while you sit 
and watch television together is a love story all its own.  

I’m not saying I don’t like cards, or flowers, or candy, or pres-
ents.  I’m not saying it isn’t nice to receive them, or that we should 
boycott such a notion.  I am saying that how we live our lives 
each day next to the ones we love will tell a far greater tale than 
what we splurge on just because it’s a holiday.  Do you want to be 
known for your incredibly romantic gesture once a year, or would 
you prefer that your loved one truly feel loved every day of the 
week?

It’s true, some people don’t make it easy to love them, and 
we’re not always easy to love ourselves. But if we practice any-
thing, we tend to get better at it.  For Valentine’s Day this year, do 
whatever you were already planning to do for your sweetie, but 
make yourself a few promises at the same time.  Promise that you 

will spend more time compli-
menting and less time criticiz-
ing. Promise that you’ll find at 
least one thing to thank him for 
each day, no matter how silly 
it might seem.  Promise that, a 
few times this year, you’ll do 
something that annoys you just 
because it makes her happy. 

Promise that you will find 
some way to show them you 
love them every day, not just 
once a year – and I promise 
you that next year at this time, 
you’ll both be happier than you 
ever have been before.

Romance 365

SaliSBuRy’S 
StEak

by Stephanie Salisbury
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BoB and Brenda dwyer  
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At this time of year I often 
speak of carbon monoxide. My 
purpose is not to scare people; 
it’s to save people. I see poten-
tially dangerous situations on 
a regular basis. You know that 
I’ve said time and again that 
a regular store bought carbon 
monoxide alarm may not offer 
adequate protection.

Last week our office received 
a call that a hot water heater 
was not working in a local pub-
lic building. They couldn’t get 
the pilot to light. When our tech 
arrived at the building he found 
the chimney was down drafting 
(blowing back) into the build-
ing instead of drafting up and 
out of the building. This draft 
was so significant it would 
blow flames out the front of the 
water heater! Now in this par-
ticular building there are sev-
eral furnaces one of which is 
venting into the same chimney 
as the water heater. When that 
furnace would start it couldn’t 
properly exhaust the deadly 
gases from the building due to 
the down drafting. Now keep 
in mind that while all of these 
things are happening the em-

ployees in this building have no 
idea that they are in a danger-
ous and potentially life threat-
ening situation, all they know is 
that the pilot won’t light on the 
water heater. 

Consider even further the 
safety of the people coming in 
and out of this public building; 
they have no idea of the situa-
tion. No alarm is sounding; no 
one knows of the lurking dan-
ger.  This is a nice building with 
maintained mechanical equip-
ment … the kind of place you 
don’t expect problems. If this 
building was equipped with 
low level carbon monoxide 
alarms (the key words are low 
level) there would have been 
an alarm sounding a warning; 
something to alert people of the 
possible disaster. 

This building went under 
negative pressure because of 
human error. Let me explain 
…The building should be un-
der positive pressure: Positive 
pressure is when a room inside 
the building is held at a higher 
pressure than the surrounding 
rooms … or to put it another 
way; positive pressure occurs 
when more airflow is pumped 
into a room than airflow drawn 
out. The fumes from the heater 
sucking down the chimney and 
back into the building would 
have been recognized by the 
low level alarm. The low level 
alarm will start sounding an 
audible and visual alarm at 
15 ppm in 8 seconds. A store 
bought UL listed alarm will 
never sound at that rate … as 
a matter of fact if you doubled 

that rate to 30 ppm it would take 
30 days of consistent low level 
carbon monoxide for a UL list-
ed (retail store bought alarm to 
sound an audible alarm).   Just 
think … this type of problem 
could have been recognized in 
8 seconds. Without being found 
this type of problem could have 
led to carbon monoxide poison-
ing, fire or even a possible ex-
plosion. 

Thankfully the employees 
noticed they had no hot water 
and called for service but never 
thought the problem could be 
so dangerous. The point of this 
story is it happened close to 
home and it’s not uncommon.

You should have a low level 
alarm in your home or place of 
business. If you would just take 
this one step to protect yourself 
today you may save lives tomor-
row. I mentioned earlier in this 
story the cause of this situation 
was human error. I wanted to 
tell you what happened because 
it’s a common mistake and pre-
ventable. Someone thought if 
they removed the blower doors 
from two furnaces it would al-
low more air flow. The manu-
facturer installs safety switches 
to shut the furnace down if the 
door is removed. In this case 
someone wire tied the switches 
closed. Please do not run your 
furnace without the doors in 
place … do not cut a cold air 
return register in your air ducts 
in the same room as your natu-
ral drafted appliances. There 
are several ways for mishaps or 
malfunctions to materialize.

Bob Dwyer   
Look for my coupon in this 

paper for a special sale on low 
level carbon monoxide moni-
tors.

the corner office

M–F 7:00 am – 9:00 pm

SAT 7:00 am – 8:00 pm

Free Coffee!

Free Wifi!

New Dexter Triple load 
machines!

Laundry and Dry Clean
service!

Ask about our Wash & 
Fold laundry service!

($1 per lb.)

424 North Main Street

Middlebury, In. 46540
(574) 825-2232

In Central Valley Plaza next to 
Subway!

[Middlebury Laundry Center ]

WITH 10 WASHES RECEIVE A $2.00 REFUND

the cat’s meow

Make  this year your best year yet!

CALL LESTER OR KATIE SHROCK 
(260) 463-5101 TODAY, DON'T PUT IT OFF!

HAVE YOU EVER HAD AN ENCOUNTER 
WITH HEAD LICE?  

Let us tell you about a natural remedy 
that is super easy to use.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED IF YOUR HOME IS A 
TOXIC WASTE HOME?  

Don't despair, we have the answers! 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM ALLERGIES & 
RESPIRATORY AILMENTS?  

Suffer no more ... give us a call!

And the guy in the hazmet suit ... 
he's just here to get your attention!

by Brenda 
Dwyer

There is an 
undercurrent of 
excitement that I 
can’t quite grasp 
deep in my be-
ing.  The winter 
months find me 
sleeping more 
than usual.  I 
have little de-
sire to unwind 
myself from this 

cozy little ball I have wound myself into only 
to stretch my warm little paws out into the 
cold that surrounds me.  There is a small 
space under the porch … down in the win-
dow well that allows me to dodge the ele-
ments and pretend that it is summer and 
the warm gentle breezes are blowing.  (In 
actuality the only warm breeze blowing 
is due to the vent from the dryer directly 
overhead).  Last month at this time we had 
a 50 degree day that blew in out of nowhere 
and this month I feel the unrelenting chill.

Friends stop by as they pass through 
and I visit with them but my favorite visi-
tor of all is the one that picks me up, ca-
resses my coat and whispers of her dreams 
to me.  She tells me of a kitten she knew 
many years ago, one that passed at a very 

early age due to pneumonia.  It hurt her … so 
much so that she can recall it clearly some 48 
years later.  She transports my mind from one 
beloved animal to another as she fills my head 
and my heart with her words …. these wondrous 
memories weave a knot of love so sure and so 
strong that I feel a deep and uninterrupted com-
fort when I am with her.  She often comments 
that she can feel me “go limp” in her arms with 
relaxation.  I wonder who relaxes her this way.  
It is as if she can read my mind for I hear her say 
… “Ms. Cody, I sure do love you … just being 
with you eases all of the stressors of the day!”  
Ah, all is purrrrfect in my world.  

prrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr  
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I heard the little feet run-
ning across the porch before I 
heard the shrill pitch of a very 
excited child who was about to 
fling himself into my arms the 
minute I opened the front door.  

Little brown ringlets danced 
around his face as his big 
doe eyes looked up at me.  
I melted; right then, right 
there.  I keep thinking 

that one of these days I 
will get used to that 

face of his and 
yet I never 
do.  Every 

time I see 
him it is as if I am 
seeing him for the 

very first time all over again.  I 
was there with my daughter the 
day he was born and it is now 2 
and ½ years later and I am still 
just smitten when I gaze into 
those eyes.

Yesterday I re-
ceived a text with 
an audio attach-
ment … he was 

singing the Barney theme song 
… “I love you, you love me …”  
It is for these moments that I 
live, that I rejoice, that I am in 
awe of.

Grandchildren bring out the 
very best in us.  We have vis-
ited the land of the very small 
before and so it is with exper-
tise (??) under our belt that we 
find ourselves prepared to give 
them exactly what it is they 
need from us; our wisdom, our 
love, our experience, our fam-
ily history.  We reinforce in 
them the knowledge that they 

are from a long line 
of wonderful, beauti-
ful individuals and that 
they have every oppor-
tunity to be something 
“great”.  We love them 
and are there for them 
when they feel no one 
else is.  They come to 
our house and know 
they will feel a sense 
of belonging and ap-
preciation.  We fill 
them up with our love 
(and lots of great food 
made from old family 
recipes) and send them 
home again and it is 
enough to last … until 
the next time. 

DIRECTIONS
Bring first 5 ingredients to a boil in a heavy saucepan over medium heat (about 20 minutes), whisking contantly; boil, whisking constantly or until
thickened. Remove from heat. Stir in butter and vanilla. Place heavy duty plastic wrap directly on surface of custard to keep "skin" from forming.
Chill 2 hours

Homemade Vanilla Custard

From Our Kitchen

STUFFING INGREDIENTS
• 1/2 cup sugar
• 3 tablespoons cornstarch
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 4 egg yolks

• 3 cups milk
• 2 tablespoons butter or margarine
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Kidz Korner

VALID THROUGH FEBRUARY 24, 2011

Cl
as

Se

e V
inyl Windows, LLC

10% Off Winter Sale*

59323 cr 35
middlebury, in 46540

**wE SpEcializE**
**in cuStomER SatiSFaction**

custom built vinyl windows
double hung • Sliders • basement • bay

dave & karen lehman
1-888-660-1128 or 574-825-7863

fax: 574-825-9581

*if ordered 
by february 
with deposit
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I guess without even realizing 
it the walk outside was soften-
ing what I was feeling inside.  I 
struck a pose and froze.  Okay 
… now I have no idea what 
rabbits can or can’t think but 
if I didn’t know better I would 

have sworn that little rabbit was 
laughing at me!  I moved a cou-
ple of times more and “froze” 
a couple of times more but the 
rabbit stayed put.  All of a sud-
den I heard a car coming down 
the road and realized how silly 
I must look to anyone watching 
but I didn’t care.  I was having 

fun in spite of myself.  I finally 
“gave up” and headed back in-
side and just as I was opening 
the front door I took one quick 
glance back at my rabbit friend.  
He was in the exact same spot 
but now he stood up on his 
haunches as if to acknowledge 
my departure and then he turned 

and hopped away into the 
strand of trees; probably going 
back to tell all of the other rab-
bits what a strange human lives 
in the log house.  I would rather 
imagine that he went back to 
say that what started out as a 
discouraging day turned into 
beautiful day thanks to a funny 

human that played freeze tag 
in the front yard.  Yeah … the 
rabbit won but so did I … that’s 
what happens when you least 
expect it but open your heart 
to the possibilities (even when 
you don’t feel like it).     

my hunny Bunny

*with coupon located on pg 12 - must present coupon in person to receive discount.

SalE $13900* 
REg $18900

contunied from page 1
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JOIN TODAY AT
www.agoodneighborclub.com

or Call 574-825-1677

YOU MUST HAVE
THIS CARD!

GET YOUR CARD TODAY

BRISTOL:
7 Eleven - 102 W. Vistula

Brass Eagle Sport Bar & Café - 909 S. Division (SR 15)
Bristol Automotive Parts, Inc. - 403 E. Vistula

Bristol Community Food Pantry - 101 W. Vistula Street
Bristol O’Hair Port - 102 N. Chaptoula Street

Chocolate Sensations - 110 Division Street
Curves - 118 E. Vistula

Eby’s Family Fun - 14583 State Road 120
Fluid Fun Canoe & Kayak Sales - 609 N. Division Street

J & J Lawn & Garden - 19976 CR 6
Kruse Farm Supply - 19904 CR 6

Rob’s Barber Shop - 120 W. Vistula
Rodgers Auto LLC - 302 Chestnut Street

Spectrum Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Co. -
(574) 848-5804 (Mobil Merchant)

MIDDLEBURY:
Affairs to Remember Bridal Shop - 113 E. Warren Street

Amis Chiropractic - 611 Wayne Street
Awnings Unlimited 825-9768 "We've got you covered!"

Backroad Crafts - 11262 CR 116
Bill’s Collision Service - 13024 US 20

Cargo Plus Sales - 304 N. Main
Cell Phones Plus / Verizon Wireless - 851 US 20 Suite 5

Classee Vinyl Window LLC - 59323 CR 35
Country Wood Creations - 11565 CR 116

Crystal Valley Computers - 830 S. Main Street Suite A
Crystal Valley Furniture & Floor Covering - 201 S. Main

Crystal Valley Power Equipment - 11720W 250N
Dairy Queen - 416 N. Main

Dirk’s Quality Automotive - 108 W. Wayne Street
Fay Schwartz Attorney - 103 N Brown Street

Fox RV, Inc. - 13431 CR 22
Grand Rental Station - 131 Orpha Drive

Healthy Pets - 851 US 20
Hochstetler Roofing - 56781 CR 43

Hoosier Tae Kwon Do, Inc. - 106 Wayne Street
Indiana RV Connection - 503 N. Main
Irongate Self Storage - 53070 SR 13

Jenkins Automotive (NAPA Auto Parts) - 132 Orpha Drive
Jerry’s Standard Service - 101 N. Main Street

Justrite Nails - 851 US 20
Long’s Convenience Marathon - 995 US 20

Middlebury Hills Restaurant - 104 US 20 (Corner of SR13 &
US20)

Middlebury K.O.A. - 52867 SR 13
Montieth Tire - 132 Orpha Drive Suite B

Mr. Appliance of Elkhart County - 53855 SR 13
Old Creamery Antiques - 333 N. Main

Rullis Italian Restaurant - 851 US 20 Suite 2
Shady Lane Welding - 56322 County Road 35

The Cinnamon Stick - 102 S. Main Street
The Getaway Tanning & Hair Salon - 426-1 N. Main Street

The Market Place - 511 S. Main
The Out Post RV - 57756 CR 37

Unique Finds Resale Shop - 304 N. Main
Varns & Hoover - 101 S. Main Street

Village Inn Restaurant - 107 S. Main Street

GOSHEN:
7 Eleven - 1000 S. Main Street

Balloon Express - 125 S. Main Street
BetterWorld Books - 118 E. Washington Street

DQ Grill & Chill - 723 W. Pike Street
Erv’s Vac Shop - 906 Linway Drive

From Scratch Pet Bakery - 107 W. Washington Street
Goshen Antique Mall - 107 S. Main Street

Goshen Farm & Lawn Center, Inc. - 2413 Lincolnway East
Hoogies Sports House - 119 E. Lincoln Ave.

Jenkins Automotive (NAPA Auto Parts) - 1028 Lincolnway E.
Joselena Fashions & Alterations - 125 East Lincoln Ave

Maple City Hobbies - 102 S. Main
Merle Norman - 125 S. Main Street
Monteith Tire - 1021 N. Greene Rd

Monteith Tire & Auto Service Center - 2613 Caragana Ct.
North Side Appliance Inc. - 1920 Elkhart Road

Once Upon A Child - 4024 Elkhart Road
Rain Drain Seamless Guttering, Inc. - 57273 SR 15

Schrock Mobile Power Wash - 574-312-1113 (Business is mobile)
Snider’s Leading Jewelers - 128 S. Main Street

SRP Custom Graphics - 119 E. Lincoln Ave.
Terri’s Flower Basket - 617 W. Pike Street

Town & Country Appliance - 215 S. Main Street
Video Visions - 508 W. Lincoln Ave.

SYRACUSE:
Dairy Queen - 700S. Huntington

SHIPSHEWANA:
Along the Pumpkinvine - 145 Harrison Street

Alpha Building Center - 0855 N. SR 5
Bread Box Bakery & Café - 120 Morton St.

Classic Auto Detailing - 7020W 200N
Classic Jewelers - 350 S. Van Buren Suite G

Country Yard Outlet - 400 N. Van Buren
Daily Bread Café - 255 E. Main Street

Dutchman Hunting Supplies - 8435 W. US 20
Hostetler’s Health & Wellness - 260 N. Morton Street

Hostetler’s Hudson Auto Museum - 760 S. VanBuren St

Hostetler’s Main Street Shoppe - 275 E. Main Street
Indiana Auto Connection - 805 N. SR 5

J. Farvers Book & Gift Shoppe - 455 S. VanBuren Street
JoJo’s Pretzels - 205 N. Harrison Street 1st Floor (Mercantile)

L & R Marine - 8435 W. US 20
L.A. Enterprises - 8275W 050N

Lasting Impressions Gift Shoppe - 165 Harrison Street
Lighthouse Christian Bookstore - 225 N. Harrison Street

Morton Street Coffee - 260N. Morton Street
Pampered Pet Boutique - 230 N. Morton Street

R&S Floor to Wall - 9551W 750N
Red Wagon Toys - 225 Harrison Street

Shipshe General Store - 420 N. Van Buren Street
Shipshewana Harness & Supplies - 815 N. Van Buren Street

Shipshe Pizza - 145 N. Village Drive
Shipshe Rental Center - 0900 N. SR 5

Shipshewana Fitness Center, LLC - 505 E. North Village Drive
Shipshewana Harness & Supply - 815 North VanBuren Street

Simple Sounds, Inc. - 225 N. Harrison Street
Splash Waterpark Resort - 800 S. VanBuren
Wellspring Components LLC - 1085N 850W

ELKHART:
Bueters Sewing Center - 205 S. Main Street
CD’s Pool & Scuba - 23672 Old US Suite P
Dapper Dog & Fancy Feline - 54595 CR 17
Dumor Water Specialists - 4405 Wyland Dr.
Hickory Meats & More, Inc. - 54595 CR 17

Ink Cartridge Solutions - 1808 E. Bristol Street Suite G
Insignia Promotions - 135 Easy Shopping Place

Jenkins Automotive (NAPA Auto Parts) - 59045 CR 13
Joshica’s Planet Canine - 4411 Wyland Drive

Martin’s Pet & Garden Center - 116 W. Jackson Blvd.
Paradise Pools - 655 CR 17 (Next to Lucchese’s)

Sautter’s Floral & Greenhouse, Inc. - 1725 Toledo Road
Sassi Tan - 56199 Parkway Ave Suite 10

Shear Artist, Inc. - 655 CR 17 Suite 3 (Behind Bullard’s Market)
Signature Lanes - 1180 Fremont Ct.

S-N-J’s Heavenly Hair Salon - 23737 US 33 Suite F
Spectrum Eyewear Gallery – Dr. David Britzke, O.D. - 56028

Parkway Ave., Suite E
Tip-n-Toe Nail Spa Parkway - 17 Plaza 56199 Parkway Ave.

Suite 10
Tru Colors Hair Salon - 54595 CR 17 Suite 5

Video Visions - 655 CR 17

HOWE:
Laura’s Bakery - 1255 W. SR 120

Laura’s Country Store - 1255 W. SR 120
R & S Carpet Cleaning - 7030N 575E

The Gathering Place Restaurant - 407 3rd Street
Twin Mills Camping Resort - 1675 W. SR 120

LAGRANGE:
Dale’s Dependable Handyman Service - 2420S 250W

LIGONIER:
Dairy Queen - 909 Lincolnway S.

MISHAWAKA:
Once Upon A Child - 5936 Grape Road

FROM YOUR A GOOD NEIGHBOR CLUB MERCHANTS

The following is a list of area merchants
that are dedicated to you,

our local residents.
These merchants have come together to
offer A Good Neighbor Club Members
special pricing, discounts, or sales. Let’s

all get involved and support our
local communities!

happy valentine’s day



february 2011 A Good Neighbor News 7

goldie x 2 = 1

garden gab
What’s better than a snow-

man?  A snow angel?  A snow 
bunny?  A snowwoman?  I love 
making snowmen but I haven’t 
attempted one in ages.  There 
used to be a house on Main 
Street in Middlebury that had a 
great Mickey Mouse snowman 
outside when the snow was just 
right!  That was a real treat for 
the eyes!  How about snow ice 
cream?  I think of snow ice 

cream because our bull mastiff 
eats snow like it’s the best ice 
cream in the world.  He goes 
outside and dives nose first 
into the white stuff.  He can’t 
get enough!  I’m surprised he 
hasn’t managed to eat the en-
tire yard’s worth of snow yet.  
Actually, it’s kind of funny … 
he has such a goofy look on 
his face when he does it.  Well, 
he may be on to something.  I 

don’t know.  I’m not about to 
dive in and lick the snow, much 
less eat it … unless … I could 
find a yard that has virgin snow 
in it (unscathed by chickens, 
roosters, dogs, cats) and looks 
appealing to boot!  If, and only 
if I were to find virgin snow 
I think I would be tempted to 
make the following … if you’re 
brave enough and you can find 
it … take the plunge!!!

INGREDIENTS
• 1 gallon snow
• 1 cup white sugar
• 1 tablespoon
   vanilla extract
• 2 cups milk

DIRECTIONS
1. When it starts to 

snow, place a large, clean 
bowl outside to collect the 
flakes. When full, stir in 
sugar and vanilla to taste, 
then stir in just enough 
milk for the desired con-
sistency. Serve at once.

Take the time to check out A Good Neighbor News 
with your kids. Get them on the road to good 

communication and help them develop lifelong 
reading and writing skills.

A Good Neighbor News

inspire your kids

goldie x 2 = 1
by Elwood Otoupal
Since I’ve been away from 

the farm for over 50 years, 
& since I’ve been here at this 
“new farm” north of Bristol, I 
have made a list of animals & 
birds etc. that I have encoun-
tered during these few years.  
Here they are: deer (buck’s, 
does & their fawns), raccoons 
(coon), possums (opossum), 
weasel, snakes, cats, kittens, 
dogs, squirrels, chipmunks, 
woodchucks (groundhog), 
frogs, skunks, rabbits, moles, 
turtles & most of their young 
and also, all kinds of birds & 
most of their young; such as 
robins, blue jays, starlings, 
(flock of 1000’s), chickadees, 
redbirds (cardinal), hawks, 
crows, (flocks of 50 or more), 
jays, sparrows, turkeys, (flocks 
of 25 or more), geese, ducks, 
finches, woodpeckers, hum-
mingbirds, bluebirds, marsh 

birds, pigeons & doves and 
also all kinds of creepy, crawly 
things like all kinds of bugs & 
of course, “flutter bys”, butter-
flies, and I do remember all the 
other friends that we had on the 
farm, but it has been sooo long 
& now I enjoy this “farm” so 
very much as an adult.            

But what I’ve enjoyed so 
much more these past years are 
the stray cats that have arrived 
at my door step & have become 
so much a part of my life & the 
lives of my grown children & 
grand children.  You see, we all 
go back to our youth & our lov-
ing extended family; enjoying 
our grandmas & grandpas … 
which leads me to tell a tale of 
our two grandmas & “my” cat 
whose name is “Goldie”.  

My father had remarried, 
after my mother passed away, 
& his new wife’s name was 
Goldie, so she became my step-

mother & my kid’s step grand-
mother …  & further they had a 
mother; my wife, whose name 
was also Goldie.  Well, you 

continued to page 9
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cRoSSwoRd puzzlE
acRoSS
1. technical name for the back (pl.)
6. a secret scheme or plot
11. adage
14. roswell crash victim, supposedly
15. invitation heading
16. amateur video subject, maybe
17. impulse to steal
19. bathtub liquid?
20. put (away)
21. designate
23. Slow-moving, tree-dwelling mammal (pl.)
26. holes in the head
27. affairs
30. Sundae topper, perhaps
31. any thing
32. open, as a bottle
34. cut, maybe
36. alliance acronym
39. overindulgence in food
41. taking the form of a chevron
43. boris godunov, for one
44. “beat it!”
46. hung around
47. “yes, ___”
49. bluenose
51. dash lengths
52. circuit
54. hitchcock classic
56. country whose capital is Kishinev
58. overseas
62. hawaiian dish
63. Seedless citrus fruit with depression at apex
66. ashes holder
67. mournful poem
68. in base 8
69. chair part
70. conductor Koussevitzky
71. a form that coils or spirals

down
1. trousers
2. ___ podrida
3. cambodian currency
4. School month (abbrev., pl.)
5. pronghorn
6. cirque
7. “bingo!”
8. elaine ___ (“Seinfeld” role)
9. “mi chiamano mimi,” e.g.
10. absorbed, in a way
11. tree whose sap is made into syrup
12. all excited
13. Student who studies obsessively (pl.)
18. aroma
22. frenzied woman
24. choppers, so to speak
25. coal carrier
27. a cloud of fine, dry particles
28. ___ probandi
29. climbing hurriedly
31. “___ alive!”
33. yellow
35. Key material
37. abound
38. “what are the ___?”
40. an end to sex?
42. highly cultured or intellectual
45. harvest goddess
48. is repentant
50. a u. n. agency concerned with flight 
      (acronym)
52. Small, sealed glass vial
53. bond player
54. machine used to cover a road 
      with asphalt
55. Spinachlike plant
57. caesar’s farewell
59. “i’m ___ you!”
60. biology lab supply
61. farmer’s place, in song
64. ___ roll
65. alkaline liquid
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ADMIRER
ADORE

AFFECTION
ATTRACTION

BEAU
BELOVED
BOYFRIEND
CANDLES
CANDY

CHOCOLATES
COUPLE
CRUSH
CUPID

DARLING
DATE
DEAR

DEVOTION
FANCY

FEBRUARY
FLAME

FLOWERS
FONDNESS
FOREVER
FRIENDSHIP

GIFT
GIRLFRIEND
HEARTS
JEWELRY

LIKE
LOVEBIRDS
LOVERS
PARTNER
PROPOSAL

RELATIONSHIP
RESTAURANT
ROMANCE
ROSES

SENTIMENT
SUITOR

SWEETHEART

VALENTINE’S DAY SEARCH
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a popular Valentine’s Day item.
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continued from page 7

wouldn’t believe it, but one day 
here on this “farm” a mother cat 
from one of the nearby farms 
came by to visit & she was go-
ing to have kittens any day.  In 
time she gave birth to one little, 
fluffy kitten - golden in color 
with white stripes on her face & 
down her belly, & just as loving 
& filled with warmth … just 
like our (mine & my children’s) 
two grandma Goldie’s.  

As time went by, this kitten 
grew & with much love, food, 
etc the mother cat left her little 
kitten with me for she knew 
I’m sure that I would take care 
of her so she never came back.  
Well, soon this little ball of fur 
grew & grew & one day she was 
with kittens (or so I thought) & 
she gave birth to an all orange-
yellow kitten so I took care of 
it.  We gave our mother cat the 
name of Goldie for she was 
such a loving, faithful, atten-
tive cat that she epitomized 
our grandmothers: Goldie T. & 
Goldie M.  

We are so thrilled to have 
her with us for I believe she 
is the incarnation of those two 
lovely women, & you may be 
thinking that we are “meow-
ing up the wrong tree” or as 
the “cat’s meow” will tell us, 
anything is possible as our cat, 
Goldie, takes care of us … just 
like our grandmas did when 
they were alive. 

Now our cat Goldie just 
knows when we need love & 
attention for she will climb up 
into our lap snuggle & cuddle 
us, purring softly, giving us 
her full attention, just like our 
Grandmas; Goldie and Goldie, 
and I know in my heart she 
and they are here with us giv-
ing their all & asking nothing 
in return.  Just to give and give 
... love.  Also, we must not for-
get my former employer … 
who really was the one who 
named “our” cat, “Goldie”, 
for he knew how close we all 
had been to our “Goldie’s”; my 
kid’s grandmother, & my step 
mother.  So there …now you 
see why we are all involved to 
some extent in the life of our 
cat Goldie.                  

goldie x 
2 = 1

advERtiSE youR

in a good 
nEighBoR nEwS

contact 
BREnda at 

574-825-1677
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love: a definition
What is love exactly?  An 

emotion? A feeling?  A force 
to be reckoned with?  A hur-
ricane that sweeps you off 
your feet and throws you 
into dangerous, white-water 
rapids?  Or, is love kind-
ness, gentleness, and caring?  
Love is all those things.  

Think about your first 
crush, the heart-pounding, 
overwhelming swell of emo-
tion.  You couldn’t eat, you 
couldn’t sleep, you won-
dered what your future held 
and if you’d make it through 
the next minute. Did you 
marry that person?  Probably 
not.

What about the first time 
a baby clutched your finger 
in his tiny fist?  Did you feel 
that singular rush of emotion, 
the protectiveness, the awe, 
the sheer power of love?

And, puppies—warm 
puppy breath, nippy little 
teeth, tails wagging, clumsy 
feet and plump little bodies 
climbing up into your lap, 
trying to lick your face—
how can you not love a pup-
py!

But, love is more.  Love 
is sacrifice.  Love is put-
ting others above yourself.  
Love is tenderness, drying 
a child’s tears, helping your 

grandmother with her coat, 
comforting an old friend.

We say we “love” this or 
that all the time—chocolate, 
free parking, good shoes, 
summer days, best friends--
and we mean it because it’s 
true.  Love is the highest 
form of appreciation and un-
derstanding, an acknowledg-
ment of the many blessings 
in our lives.  

Love is in the air and all 
around us, like dandelion 
fluff floating on a summer 
breeze, and it’s up to us to 
catch it!

February thoughts
It’s February and almost 

Valentine’s Day--a whole 
holiday devoted to love!  Res-
taurants are busy, jewelers 
display their best diamonds, 
candy shops overflow with 
rivers of chocolate, and the 
fourth graders at Mead-
owview Elementary are busy 
designing their Valentine 
boxes.  Using whatever they 
can find:  cardboard, scraps 
from Dad’s wood shop, or 
fabric and lace from Mom’s 
sewing basket, students put 
together amazing and clever 
mailboxes.  

A tiny, hand-sewn quilt, 
two fluffy pillows, and a pink 
dust ruffle decorate a minia-
ture bed--just lift the covers 

and insert Valentine!  Tin-
foil wheels and green paint 
transform a cracker box into 
a John Deere tractor.  A re-
cycled oatmeal canister be-
comes a silo on a model farm 
with real wood fences, while 
an oversized Happy Meal 
with foam fries looks good 
enough to eat! A football, a 
soccer ball, and a basketball 
hoop all catch heart-felt Val-
entines. How do they do that 
with cardboard, tape and a 
little paint?  

On Valentine’s Day, the 
boxes are bursting. Laugh-
ter gurgles through the 
classroom as sticky hands 
pry open little, white enve-
lopes.  Fruit punch splotches 

the table and pink- frosted 
sugar cookies disappear like 
magic.  New candy brace-
lets, bright red suckers, and 
small, chalky hearts printed 
with silly sayings lay scat-
tered on each desk.  The 
candy is soon gone, but the 
affection lingers.  

Outside, winter hangs on.  
Snow drifts snuggle along-
side the building and racks of 
icicles hang from the eaves.  
The golden sunrise sparkles 
on the snow, and the sunset 
paints the sky pastel pink 
and turns the long shadows 
purple.  The days are cold, 
but not for long!

heart disease is the leading cause of death in the united States. 
during american heart month, take a moment to learn how 
you can better protect yourself against cardiovascular disease 
and stroke.

help out your heart with these healthy lifestyle tips for any age.
• don’t smoke, and stay away from secondhand smoke.
• avoid excessive alcohol consumption.
• eat plenty of fruits and vegetables.
• consume fiber-rich whole grains.
• Stick with lean meat, fish or skinless chicken.
• opt for low-fat dairy products.
• broil, bake, grill, steam or poach whenever possible.
• avoid processed and pre-packaged foods that are often high in trans fats, sodium and added sugars.
• get moving with at least 30 minutes of physical activity each day.
• find ways to minimize stress and get adequate amounts of sleep.
• talk to your doctor about your blood pressure, cholesterol, heart rate, blood  sugar and weight

American hEaRt month
february 2011
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WE MOVED!!!  Are we ever excited!!!  YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO COME SEE US!  Just know that we 
are not fully stocked yet and are still entertaining new 
vendors and products for our showroom floor.  We have 
had many visitors since we moved in and are looking 
forward to many more!  Our GRAND OPENING is 
planned for the spring and I, for one, am anxious for 
spring more than ever this year because of it!  We have 
moved our Heating/Cooling/Indoor Air Quality por-
tion of our business to this location too and now have 
a retail store for you to buy all of your HVAC supplies 
such as filters, parts, etc.  But we didn’t stop there … 
our new location is just begging for beautiful things to 
be placed in the showroom and so it must be.  Beauti-
ful outdoor gas grills, indoor saunas, indoor and out-
door fireplaces and so much more are on the way … 
enough to please even the most discriminating among 
us.  We are bringing merchandise to this area that can’t 
be found anywhere close.  We will also have a full ser-
vice propane station!

Bob and I have one of the saunas in our own home 
and absolutely LOVE it!  As for the fireplaces/fire pits, 
etc … well, seeing is believing and you won’t believe 
your eyes!  The outdoor gas grills/smokers/etc will 
have you here at our SMOKER PARTIES this summer 
to taste just how wonderful food can be when prepared 
on the best outdoor smoking equipment the industry 
has to offer!  Come see us now … come see us later … 
this little shop is growing up fast!

ouR nEw 
homE

by Brenda Dwyer

do you offer dinner specials?  
Advertise them monthly within the A Good Neighbor 

News and have your ad delivered directly to your 
patrons’ mailboxes!  Contact us at 574-825-1677

A Good Neighbor News

FinE dining
on a fast-food budget.
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claSSiFiEdSA Good 
Neighbor 

News

homES
adoRaBlE 2 Bdrm. 1 bath cot-
tage to lease or buy. this cot-
tage is nestled in the twin lakes 
Subdivision in howe, in. home 
has 5 adjoining lots with mature, 
beautiful trees scattered through-
out.  lease $500.00 per month 
+ security deposit.  Stove & re-
frigerator incl.  washer/dryer 
hook-ups in house.  perfect for 
one or two people.  no indoor 
pets please.  (574) 825-1677.

Humane Society of 
Elkhart County Volunteer
Association Meeting
The Humane Society of Elkhart County Volun-
teer Association will meet Tuesday, February 1, 
2011, at 7:00 pm in room #406 at the Elkhart 
Public Library, 300 S. Second Street, Elkhart.
Any adult interested in volunteering at the Shel-
ter or with various fundraising projects, adopt-a-
pet events or educational programs is invited to 
attend this monthly meeting.
For more information, contact Bernice Simms, 
Chairman, at 264-7264.
Website: www.elkharthumanesociety.org

Event: Adopt-A-Pet 
Adoption Event
Sponsored by: The Humane Society of Elkhart 
County
Date/Time: Saturday, February 12, 11 – 2 pm
Location: Elder Beerman, Concord Mall, 3701 
S. Main Street, Elkhart
For more information call: The Humane Shelter 
at 848-4225
Shelter Website: www.elkharthumanesociety.org

Event: Adopt-A-Pet 
Adoption Event
Sponsored by: The Humane Society of Elkhart 
County
Date/Time: Saturday, February 26, 11 am – 2 pm
Location: Family Video, 1126 Johnson Street, 
Elkhart
For more information call: The Humane Shelter 
at 848-4225
Shelter Website: www.elkharthumanesociety.org

community Events

we would like to take a 
moment to thank all of you 
who donated or helped in 

some way with the 
contributions to 

riley’s children’s hospital 
and ronald mcdonald house 

charities. 
it’s because of people like you 

that the children and their 
families were able to enjoy a 
wonderful holiday season.

 
bleSSingS to you all 

and Special thanKS to 
theSe buSineSSeS

 
      • the market place of 
         middlebury
      • troyers food, goshen
      • welch packaging
      • imperial alpacas
      • o’hare port
      • bristol public library
      • more 4 less
 Steve, Renae, 
Danielle & 
Karah

pERSonalS

houSEhold

Locally
made

solid wood
bunk and 
loft beds.

For more information
Call: 574-304-2693

or email:
nathan.weltz@gmail.com

www.knfurniture.blogspot.com
Come check us out on Facebook!
K & N Furniture, Inc

SERvicES
Bcc clEaning SERvicES  
Senior & disabled dis-
counts!  weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly. contact christine 
chitwood (574) 848-0119. 

i Buy houses caSh! Quick 
sale, fair price. call: 260-
768-3100.

mS. mady’S now haS 
opEningS. ages 1-5.  
childcare in a home envi-
ronment.  warm meals, ac-
tivities, crafts, early learn-
ing & child development. 
love and attention. call 
825-3181

claSSiFiEd 
RatES

.10¢ 
pER 

woRd   
contact us at 

editor@agood-
neighbornews.

com or call 
574-825-1677. 

deadline to 
place classifieds 

is 18th of 
every month.

Don’t forget 
your special someone

MIND BENDERZ Answers
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couponcraze

MUST PRESENT COUPON, EXPIRES 2/24/11

Jerryʼs Standard Service

101 N. Main St. • Middlebury, IN
574-825-5040

FREE TIRE ROTATION w/any service

MUST PRESENT COUPON, 
EXPIRES 2/24/11

20% Off any basic
enrollment!

STAY FIT FOR LIFE
WITH MARTIAL ARTS

Hoosier Taekwondo
106 Wayne Street • Middlebury, IN 46540
(574) 825-4231 • Hoosiertaekwondo.com

MENTAL BENEFITS
Improve Your Confidence
Strengthen Your Attitude

Increase Your Concentration
Gain Peace of Mind
Help Reduce Stress
Keeps Your Interest
Enjoy New Friends
PHYSICAL BENEFITS

Improve Yor Flexibility
Strengthen Your Muscles

Increase Your Coordination
Gain Self-Defence Skills
Help Increase Endurance

Keeps You Agile
Enjoy New Challenges

OFFER EXPIRES 2/24/11

851 US 20, MIDDLEBURY, IN • 574-825-7222 • WWW.RULLISPIZZA.COM
OPEN: SUN-THURS. 4 PM-11 PM; FRI. & SAT. 4 PM-2 AM

$5.00 SUPERBOWL WING BUFFET
$2.00 DRAFT BEER

OFFER EXPIRES 2/24/11

INCLUDES CHOICE OF TWO ENTREES:
• Broaster style chicken dinner
• Nana's pasta with chicken
• Spaghetti or mastacioli
• Lasagna
• Buffet

APPETIZER TO SHARE
DESSERT TO SHARE

$1995

851 US 20, Middlebury, IN • 574-825-7222
Open: Sun.-Thurs. 11 am-10 pm; Fri. & Sat. 11 am-11 pm

www.rullispizza.com

VVAALLEENNTTIINNEE’’SS
SSPPEECCIIAALL 260 d north village dr.

shipshewana, in 46565
devon Weaver CTP, CQPA

Office: 260-768-4760
Office: 260-768-7198

Offer good with coupon only.
Coupon Expires 2/24/11

Call for a free Quote today!

Don’t be mislead by smaller
heaters that are 500 or 1000
watts. This is the original
iHeater a full 1500 watts.

A Good Neighbor
Heating & Cooling

574 825-1677

Close out pricing first
come first served

524 S Main St Middlebury IN 46540

A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling
524 S. Main Street, Middlebury, IN 46540

574-825-1677

SalE $13900* 
REg $18900

with 
thiS low 
lEvEl 
caRBon 
monoxidE 
monitoR

Bring this coupon in to coupon to receive your discount. Offer expires 2/24/11.


